
John’s Baptism
Different from and Similar to

Jewish Ritual Baptisms (Washings)



Luke 1:76-80 (prophecy of John’s father, Zecharias)

“And you, child, also will be called the prophet of the Most High;

For you will go on before the Lord to prepare His ways;

To give His people the knowledge of salvation

By the forgiveness of their sins,

Because of the tender mercy of our God,

With which the Sunrise from on high will visit us,

To shine on those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death,

To guide our feet into the way of peace.”

Now the child grew and was becoming strong in spirit, and he lived in
the deserts until the day of his public appearance to Israel.



Luke 3:1-18

Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when 
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was tetrarch of 
Galilee and his brother Philip was tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene, in the 
high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John, 
the son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. And he came into all the 
region around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins; as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the 
prophet:



Luke 3:1-18 (cont’d)

“THE VOICE OF ONE CALLING OUT IN THE WILDERNESS,

‘PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD,

MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT!

‘EVERY RAVINE WILL BE FILLED,

AND EVERY MOUNTAIN AND HILL WILL BE LOWERED;

THE CROOKED WILL BECOME STRAIGHT,

AND THE ROUGH ROADS SMOOTH;

AND ALL FLESH WILL SEE THE SALVATION OF GOD!’”



Luke 3:1-18 (cont’d)

So he was saying to the crowds who were going out to be baptized by 
him, “You offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? Therefore produce fruits that are consistent with 
repentance, and do not start saying to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our father,’ for I say to you that from 
these stones God is able to raise up children for Abraham. But indeed 
the axe is already being laid at the root of the trees; so every tree that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”



Luke 3:1-18 (cont’d)

And the crowds were questioning him, saying, “Then what are we to 
do?” And he would answer and say to them, “The one who 
has two tunics is to share with the one who has none; and the one who 
has food is to do likewise.” Now even tax collectors came to be 
baptized, and they said to him, “Teacher, what are we to do?” And he 
said to them, “Collect no more than what you have been 
ordered to.” And soldiers also were questioning him, saying, “What are 
we to do, we as well?” And he said to them, “Do not extort money 
from anyone, nor harass anyone, and be content with your wages.”



Luke 3:1-18 (cont’d)

Now while the people were in a state of expectation and they all were 
thinking carefully in their hearts about John, whether he 
himself perhaps was the Christ, John responded to them all, saying, “As 
for me, I baptize you with water; but He is coming who is mightier than 
I, and I am not fit to untie the straps of His sandals; He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in His 
hand to thoroughly clear His threshing floor, and to gather the 
wheat into His barn; but He will burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.”



Acts 13:16-25
“Men of Israel, and you who fear God, listen: The God of this people Israel 
chose our fathers and made the people great during their stay in the land of 
Egypt, and with an uplifted arm He led them out from it. For a period of 
about forty years He put up with them in the wilderness. When He had 
destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, He distributed their land as an 
inheritance—all of which took about450 years. After these things He gave 
them judges until Samuel the prophet. Then they asked for a king, and God 
gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 
After He had removed him, He raised up David to be their king, concerning 
whom He also testified and said, ‘I have found David, the son of Jesse, a man 
after My heart, who will do all My will.’ From the descendants of this man, 
according to promise, God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, after John had 
proclaimed, before His coming, a baptism of repentance to all the people of 
Israel. And while John was completing his course, he kept saying, ‘What do you 
suppose that I am? I am not He. But behold, one is coming after me, the 
sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to untie.’



Acts 19:4
And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having 
passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain 
disciples, He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye 
believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard 
whether there be any Holy Ghost. And he said unto them, Unto what 
then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. Then said 
Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto 
the people, that they should believe on him which should come after 
him, that is, on Christ Jesus. When they heard this, they were baptized 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands upon 
them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and 
prophesied.



Administration

Immersion in 
Water

Self-Administered

Jewish Ritual 
Baptisms (Washings)

Yes Yes

John’s 
Baptism

Yes No



Purpose

Repentance
Remission 

(forgiveness) of sin

Jewish Ritual 
Baptisms (Washings)

No No

John’s 
Baptism

Yes Yes



Holy Spirit association

Holy Spirit

Jewish Ritual 
Baptisms (Washings)

No

John’s 
Baptism

No


